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1 . WE HAVE INFORMED BRITISH AND FRENCH EMBASSIES OF THE 
DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS IN REF (A). WE HAVE ADDED 
THAT THOSE INSTRUCTIONS WERE SENT BEFORE RECEIPT OF THE 
REPORT OF YESTERDAY EVENING'S TRIPARTITE MEETING (REF B), 
AND THAT OUR INSTRUCTIONS THEREFORE DO NOT TREAT THE 
QUESTION OF WHETHER A PRESS STATEMENT OR OFFICIAL 
CONFIRMATION BY THE WESTERN ALLIES WITHOUT SOVIET 
ASSENT WOULD VIOLATE PRISON REGULATIONS. 

2. BOTH EMBASSIES ARE NOW ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM CAPITALS BY PHONE. THE BRITISH 
HAVE SO FAR HEARD NOTHING FROM LONDON BUT WILL MAKE 
CERTAIN THAT THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS ARE TAKEN INTO 
CONSIDERATION WHEN A POSITION IS REACHED. THE FRENCH 
EMBASSY HERE HAD GIVEN INSTRUCTIONS TO THE FRENCH 
MISSION BERLIN TO ADHERE TO THE LINE AGREED TRIPARTITELY 
YESTERDAY. IN THE LIGHT OF THE US INSTRUCTIONS, THE 
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FRENCH ARE NOW SEEKING GUIDANCE FROM PARIS. 

3. WE HAVE TOLD BOTH EMBASSIES THAT, IN OUR VIEW, 

MUCH DEPENDS ON REGULATIONS AND OTHER UNDERSTANDINGS 
WITH THE SOVIETS, CONCERNING WHICH AS NOTED IN REF (B) 
OUR KNOWLEDGE IS INADEQUATE. IT MAY BE PREFERABLE, 
THEREFORE, FOR THE PRESS LINE TO BE COORDINATED IN 
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BERLIN RATHER THAN IN BONN. 

4. WE STILL HAVE DOUBTS THAT THE FRENCH WILL AGREE TO 
A PRESS LINE WHICH WOULD CONFIRM THE SUICIDE ATTEMPT, 
WHATEVER THE STATE OF PRISON REGULATIONS. IN 

SUCH CASE WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE A SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR 
THE CHAIRMAN (US) SPOKESMAN TO CONFIRM IT ON HIS 
OWN, THUS IRRITATING NOT ONLY THE SOVIETS BUT ALSO THE 
FRENCH. 

5. SHOULD MISSIONS REACH AGREEMENT TO CONFIRM THE SUICIDE 
ATTEMPT, WE RECOMMEND THAT THEY ALSO PREPARE A PRESS 
LINE ON INEVITABLE FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS, SUCH AS HOW 

THE BEST GUARDED PRISONER IN THE WORLD COULD 
MANAGE TO TAKE SUCH ACTION. 

6. ADDENDUM: AFTER THE ABOVE WAS TYPED, BOISSIEU 
INFORMED US THAT HE HAD SPOKEN WITH PARIS AND THE 
ANSWER WAS "NO" TO ALLIED CONFIRMATION OF THE 
ATTEMPTED SUICIDE. 
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